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It is hard to believe that another year has passed. 
A big thank you to the 8,623 children, parents and 
professionals who took part in one of our programmes 
last year.  

Thank you to the Government, Department of Child 
and Youth Affairs and Atlantic Philanthropies for their 
continued investment in the ABC and other ELI 
Programmes.

This involvement and support is helping children and 
young people in the area to develop the language, 
literacy and numeracy skills needed to achieve their 
educational, career and life goals and making the 
Docklands and East Inner City a better place to live, 
work and raise a family. 

We are also delighted to welcome additional 
corporate and EU partners, who are committed 
to building a high-achieving, supportive and cohesive 
Docklands community. 

Highlights from 2016-2017 include the development 
of the:

     • North East Inner City Brighter Futures Initiative and   
        Restorative Practice Programme
 
     • Home Visiting and Community Parent Support 
        Programme, with the extension of the Parent Child 
        Home Programme to other areas of Dublin, 
        Limerick and Galway

    • Afterschool Programme to include literacy 
       mentoring, financial literacy and robotic coding.
   
Looking to the future, we hope, with your support, 
to build on our success here in the Docklands and 
East Inner City and spread our learning to other 
communities in Ireland and Europe. 

Eoghan Murphy T.D., Minister of State for Financial Services, 
eGovernment and Public Procurement, launched ‘The Smart 
Money Stories’ on Tuesday 7th March 2017 at Ulster Bank 
HQ. ELI was awarded funding from Ulster Bank’s Skills and 
Opportunities Fund to develop a numeracy programme 
for 90 children aged 4-12 years old, attending after school 
services in Dublin Docklands. The children engaged in 
creative and play-based lessons on a variety of money topics, 
such as income, budgeting, saving, borrowing and currency, 
resulting in the creation of their short story book, ‘The Smart 
Money Stories’. 

This innovative programme has helped the children involved 
to learn about money-related topics and to widen their 
experience of the banking and corporate world.  

Looking to the Future



Practitioners from six early years services across 
the area joined us on 5th April 2016 for an interactive 
workshop on ‘Creating Treasure Baskets’.
 
The focus of the workshop was how treasure baskets can encourage and support ‘Exploring 
and Thinking’ for babies. Participants also got a chance to look at the new Aistear Síolta 
Practice Guide before the fun began.

Each practitioner made their own Treasure Basket to bring back to their 
service. 

Discover University at NCI
What? Discover University is a college taster programme for second 
level students aged 14-17 years old. It is a chance to experience life 
as a college student in National College of Ireland and to participate 
in sample lectures, group projects and extra-curricular activities.

When? 13th – 21st June 2017 (excluding the weekend)

How to apply? For more information or to get an application, please 
contact Lucy Kinghan on 01 4498626 or email lucy.kinghan@ncirl.ie

Deadline for applications: Friday 2nd June 2017
*There are limited places for students on this programme

Creative and Messy Play 
for Young Children

Jacob O’Reilly McGouran, aged 5, in Junior 
Infants in St Laurence O’Toole’s Junior Boys 
School, with his book buddy, uncle Aaron 
McGouran, at the Zoom Ahead with Books 
Exhibition event at National College of Ireland 
 on Tuesday 2nd May 2017. 

This year 563 young children and their families 
from across Dublin Docklands and East Inner City 
took part in the Zoom Ahead with Books Project. 
Funded through the Government’s Area Based 
Childhood (ABC) Programme, the project aims 
to encourage parental involvement and promote 
children’s enjoyment and motivation to read for 
pleasure. 

Zoom Ahead with Books

Families from Year 1 of the Parent Child Home 
Programme (PCHP) came to NCI on 16th March 
for an exciting play session where the children got 
lots of opportunities to engage in messy, sensory, 
exploratory and creative play. 

Young children love messy play and it helps to encourage their curiosity, 
experimentation, imagination and exploration. Children at any age or stage 
of development can participate in and benefit from this type of play. Working 
with open-ended materials such as paints, play doh, sand and water helps 
children to learn new concepts such as weight, volume and composition, 
while encouraging them to direct their own play and fostering their creativity. 
Children also have the opportunity to work both independently and 
cooperatively. Messy play can also be both an indoor or outdoor activity. 

Try some of these ideas at home:

 • Messy play in the bath or basin with shaving foam/paints
 • Make your own corn flour gloop (cornflour mixed with water 
  and food colouring)
 • Make your own play doh (mix flour, oil, water, salt, food         

 colouring, scents)
 • Cooked pasta or spaghetti mixed with food colouring
 • Basin of Rice Krispies with different sized containers, scoops         

 and spoons
 • Box of shredded paper

Remember: It’s called messy play for a reason… but the experience 
and enjoyment of messy play far outweighs the task of cleaning up! 

If you are interested in learning more about the ABC 0-2 and PCHP 
home-visiting programmes, please contact us on 01 4498635 
or email eli@ncirl.ie.



Creative and Messy Play 
for Young Children

Active play every day 
As your child grows, opportunities to be active 
through play are very important. Being physically 
active at an early age lays the foundation for good 
health, learning, communication and confidence. 

From the earliest days give your child play time on 
the floor with you, where they can strengthen their 
bodies and discover their abilities. 

Involve your child in everyday jobs around the house 
like helping tidying up, sweeping, gardening and 
emptying shopping bags.

Dance around to some music, do the actions to 
rhymes and songs, enjoy a game of hide and seek or 
make a small obstacle course around the house using 
cushions, chairs, small balls and soft toys. 

As the weather improves it is good to get some 
physical exercise outside in the fresh air. Visit your 
local park, playground or green space for a run 
around. 

For more ideas of active play for all the family, see 
www.getirelandactive.ie.

ABC Early Numeracy 
The ABC Early Numeracy Project aims to support children’s early 
numeracy and mathematical skills. The theme for Numeracy Week 
from 13th-17th February was ‘Number’. Thirty-five services 
across the community took part, including early years services, 
primary schools, afterschool services and libraries, along with 
the families in the ABC 0-2 Home Visiting Programme and the 
Parent Child Home Programme. A big thank you to all involved. 
See below some samples of the great work which took place.  
The numeracy theme for 15th-19th May is ‘Money’ and we 
look forward to seeing lots of money play and learning across 
the entire community. 

Number play in Ringsend Creche

Playdough number fun
 in Little Treasures

Three Little Pigs number 
display in Daisy Days

Numeracy corner 
in Charleville Mall Library

Water play 
Holy Child Preschool



Corporate, government and individual support is fundamental 
to our success. We wish to thank all of our socially minded 
corporate, government and individual supporters, including: Dermot 
Desmond, Joseph E. Corcoran, David and Michele Joy, Keith Ennis 
and The Winifred Garvin Fund, who play such an active role in the 
advancement of ELI.

Ulster Bank volunteers playing games with the children at the 
launch event of ‘The Smart Money Stories’, at Ulster Bank HQ on 
7th March 2017.

SFI Robotic Coding Club
Building their own mbot, learning about robotics and 
electronics,  experiments with a scientist from the Junior 
Einstein Science Club and playing ‘Snakes and Ladders’, at the 
SFI Robotic afterschool club at National College of Ireland. 
If your child is aged 9 – 12 years old, and is interested in 
taking part in this club next term, watch out for application 
forms through the local schools and on our FB page.
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Early Numeracy Week  
Money Theme
15th -19th May 2017

NCI Monopoly Challenge (4th class) 
30th May 2017, 2-3pm

Brighter Futures Report Launch 
Restorative Practices
31st May 2017, 5pm 

Upcoming Events


